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GEORGE ENESCU (1881–1955)
The Maestro of Romanian Music

Primary Field: Composer, Violinist, Conductor, Pianist Nationality: Romanian
Summary: George Enescu is universally regarded as Romania’s most important

musician. A true polymath, he excelled as a composer, a virtuoso violinist, a
renowned conductor, and a dedicated teacher (mentoring figures like Yehudi
Menuhin). His work uniquely synthesizes the rich traditions of Romanian folk

music with sophisticated classical forms.
Famous Works:

Romanian Rhapsodies No. 1 & 2 (Op. 11): His most popular and widely
performed works, capturing the essence of Romanian folklore.

Oedipe: His only opera, considered a masterpiece of 20th-century music.
Symphony No. 1 in E-flat major

Legacy: The George Enescu International Festival and Competition, held in
Romania, is one of the most prestigious classical music events in the world,

 honoring his enduring contribution.



Primary Field: Sculpture Nationality: Romanian (active in France)
Summary: Constantin Brâncuși is considered the father of modern

abstract sculpture. He rejected the traditional realism of his
predecessors, focusing instead on minimalist, essential forms that
captured the essence of his subjects (like birds, women, or fish)

rather than their physical appearance. His work profoundly
influenced generations of sculptors.

Famous Works:
Bird in Space (Pasărea în spațiu): An iconic, streamlined form

intended to evoke the feeling of flight.
The Kiss (Sărutul): A simple, geometrically stylized

representation of two figures embracing.
The Endless Column (Coloana Infinitului): A monumental work in

Târgu Jiu, symbolizing the infinite ascent.
Quote: "What is real is not the external form, but the essence of

things."

CONSTANTIN BRÂNCUȘI (1876–1957)
The Pioneer of Modern Sculpture



MARIA TĂNASE (1913–1963)
The Nightingale of Romania

Primary Field: Folk and Traditional Music Nationality: Romanian
Summary: Maria Tănase is a legendary Romanian singer whose captivating voice and
emotionally profound interpretations made her an icon of Romanian folk music. She

collected, interpreted, and promoted traditional songs, giving them a timeless quality.
Her repertoire spanned traditional folk, urban popular music, and even theater. She

is a cultural symbol whose music remains deeply rooted in the Romanian soul.
Famous Songs:

"Ciuleandra"
"Măi, Gheorghiță, un' te duci?"

"Aseară ți-am luat basma"
Impact: Her influence extended beyond music; she represented the authentic

Romanian spirit and was admired by international figures like Edith Piaf and Yehudi
Menuhin.



Primary Field: Playwright (Dramaturgy) Nationality: Romanian (active in France)
Summary: Eugen Ionescu (known internationally as Eugène Ionesco) was a

Romanian and French playwright, one of the foremost figures of the Theatre of
the Absurd. His works are characterized by non-realistic plots, meaningless

dialogue, bizarre situations, and a tragicomic vision of the human condition, often
focusing on themes of alienation, inability to communicate, and the decay of

language.
Famous Plays:

The Bald Soprano (Cantatrice chauve): His first play, a seminal work of the
Absurd, satirizing the banality of bourgeois life.

Rhinoceros (Rinocerii): A powerful allegory about conformity and
totalitarianism.

The Chairs (Scaunele): A play about solitude and the futility of human
existence.

Recognition: He was elected to the Académie française in 1970.

EUGEN IONESCO (1909–1994)
Master of the Theatre of the Absurd



MIHAI EMINESCU (1850–1889)
The National Poet of Romania

Primary Field: Poetry, Prose, Journalism Nationality: Romanian
Summary: Mihai Eminescu is widely celebrated as the greatest and most

influential poet in the Romanian language. His complex, deeply philosophical,
and melancholic poetry explores themes of nature, love, history, and the
cosmos, drawing heavily on Romantic and mythological motifs. His work is

considered the cornerstone of modern Romanian literature.
Famous Works:

Luceafărul (The Evening Star/Hyperion): An epic poem and his
masterpiece, dealing with the doomed love between an immortal spirit and

a mortal girl.
Floare Albastră (Blue Flower): A classic of Romantic poetry exploring the

theme of fleeting earthly love.
Scrisorile (Epistles): Philosophical and satirical poems reflecting on history

and society.
Legacy: His birthday (January 15) is celebrated as the National Culture Day in

Romania.



ANGELA GHEORGHIU (1965–Present)
International Opera Diva

Primary Field: Opera Singing (Soprano) Nationality: Romanian
Summary: Angela Gheorghiu is one of the most prominent and
celebrated opera sopranos of her generation, admired for her

exceptional vocal range, dramatic intensity, and charismatic stage
presence. She made her breakthrough in 1992 and quickly became
a star at major opera houses, excelling particularly in the works of

Puccini and Verdi.
Famous Roles:

Violetta in Giuseppe Verdi’s La traviata.
Mimi in Giacomo Puccini’s La Bohème.

Tosca in Giacomo Puccini’s Tosca.
Career Highlights: She has recorded dozens of albums and

performed on every major opera stage in the world, including the
Metropolitan Opera and the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.



INNA (1986–Present)
Global Dance-Pop Sensation

Primary Field: Pop and Dance Music Nationality: Romanian
Summary: Elena Alexandra Apostoleanu, known professionally as Inna, is one of

the most successful Romanian artists on the international music scene. She
achieved massive global success starting in the late 2000s with her infectious
dance-pop sound, dominating charts across Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.

She is recognized for her consistent stream of hit singles and energetic
performances.
Famous Hits:

Hot (2008): Her international breakthrough single.
Sun Is Up

Cola Song (feat. J Balvin)
Recognition: Inna is one of the first European artists to reach one billion views
on YouTube and has won numerous awards, solidifying her status as a global

dance music icon.
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